Platelet turnover studies associated with left ventricular assist device (LVAD) implantation.
Calves given LVADs have been studied to determine changes in platelet turnover induced by the device and modified by time and anticoagulants. Passivation with time occurs but is surprisingly incomplete even one month later and despite coumadin, aspirin and dipyridamole. Without these drugs, enhanced platelet turnover and local thrombus formation on the device is exaggerated. Sequential platelet turnover studies may be useful to quantitate, monitor and/or predict thromboembolic events.